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devoted either to clothe the people or to make
fine fabrics for exportation.1 What has greatly
contributed to a better national clothing is the
lower price of raw textile material. From 1871
to 1907, wool has fallen from 2 /. 80 to 2.37 per
kilogramme, cotton from 1 /. 96 to 1 /. 63,
stripped hemp from 1 /. 03 to 0 /. 79, stripped
flax from 1 /, 55 to 0 /. 94, and silk from 70 /. 00
to 48 /. 50.3 Where the children of the masses
were shoeless under the Empire, now a large
number of them have shoes, and wooden shoes
are more and more discarded. Where watches
were carried only by the well-to-do, now not
only operatives, but even peasants have them.
Bicycles have become very common. Motor
cycles and tricycles have also been popularised.
Automobiles have been multiplied so that even
people of moderate means own them. Steam
power has so increased that while, in 1875, each
inhabitant had only 0.067 horse-power, in 1906
he had 0.273.3

The Frenchman travels much more. While
thirty-two years ago he averaged only 3.7 rides
a year on the railroads, he now indulges in 6.7.
Where he rode 131 kilometres, now he covers
216. Though railroad fares have been lowered
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